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Isamu Noguchi (Los Angeles, 1904 – New York, 1988) was a multifaceted artist with a 
career defined by his continuous exploration of the sculptural medium, expanding it into 
other disciplines such as set design, architecture, landscaping, and graphic design. Born of 
a Japanese father and American mother, Noguchi grew up amid two cultures that were 
constantly set against one another, both in his work and in his artistic and intellectual 
collaborations with figures such as the inventor Richard Buckminster Fuller, the architect 
Louis Kahn, the composer John Cage, and the choreographer Martha Graham. 

Noguchi’s Playscapes is an exhibition that focuses on this artist’s vision of playgrounds 
and the public space. The show revisits some of Isamu Noguchi’s key ideas on how to 
discuss play, recreation, and education, and thus provoke a reconsideration of these 
categories within the sense of community that exists in our times. Embracing the 
possibility of closing the gap between art and functionality, Noguchi fiercely defended 
the idea that sculpture is an aesthetic and cultural tool capable of smoothing 
our passage between individuality and society. He took a favorable view of the 
democratization of art and the public space, inspiring him to create a number of 
playgrounds and play structures designed to stimulate creative activity as a way  
of learning about and participating in the world. 

The scale models, sketches, set designs, and archive images included in this show—the 
first of its kind in Mexico—attest to the artist’s fifty-year-long investigation of spaces for 
play. The Museo Tamayo has reproduced some of his play equipments, which were made 
for last time in Japan four decades ago. Located both inside and outside the building, 
these equipments will be accesible to visitors of the museum and of Chapultepec Park.

Isamu Noguchi. U.S. Pavilion Expo ‘70, 1968
Plaster, wire, paint (c) The Isamu Noguchi Foundation and Garden Museum, Nueva York.



SELECTION OF IMAGES 02.

MT.

Play Mountain, 1933 (mold 1977)Play equipment, 1940

Model for Playscapes, Piedmont Park,
Atlanta, Georgia, 1975 -1976

Octetra, 1968 Play Cubes 1975 - 1976

Riverside Playground, 1960- 1964
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Furniture for playgrounds. Study models, 1966 – 1976Furniture for playgrounds. Study models, 1966 – 1976

Playground Moere Numa, 1988-2004 Playground Kodomo No Kuni, 1965

© The Isamu Noguchi Foundation Garden and Museum
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Publication: 
Parques. Isamu Noguchi
Texts by Manuela Moscoso, 
Lars Bang Larsen, Gabriela Burkhalter, 
Shaina D. Larrivee, Peio Aguirre and 
Alejandro Hernández.

ISBN INBA: 978-607-606-387-4
ISBN RM Verlag:  978-84-16282-61-6
Papers: Munken Polar of 130 g and high 
gloss coating of 110 g
Printed in offset
15 x 28 cm
Bilingual
Secretaría de Cultura – INBA – Museo 
Tamayo - RM
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